
There is no “right” way to tell your climate story, but here are some storytelling tips:

Focus on your personal and community responses to the changing climate. Speak-
ing about climate change politics or science in an abstract way is less important 
than sharing a story that is descriptive, personal, and makes an emotional connec-
tion to climate change. Your climate story might involve changes in your backyard, a 
favorite place that’s threatened, or how you moved from apathy to activism.

use “I” statements, such as “I feel,” “I see,” or “I care.”

Focus on a specific moment and describe it in detail, using sensory imagery. What 
did it look like, what did it feel like, what did it taste like, what did it sound like, what 
did it smell like?

What are your emotional responses to climate change? These might include fear, 
grief, anger, or hope about transforming destructive relationships between ourselves 
and our environment.

The following prompts offer a guided process to help you find your climate story.  
Reflect and write your answers to the storytelling prompts.

Prompt #1

Tell a story about an experience that helped shape the person you are today. How has 
that influenced the way you see the world? (Note: this is not necessarily climate change 
related – reflection should be personal.)

Where might you find the connections to climate change within your story?

Crafting Your Climate Story



Prompt #2

What is your experience of climate change? (How have you been impacted, what ob-
servations have you noticed...) and/or How have you been thinking about climate 
change lately? (What have you heard recently; what parts speak to you...)

How are you connected to a meaningful feature of your home place – an “object of 
care” such as your family and friends, a favorite natural area, clean water, or an element 
of your local community?

What are your observations of the changing climate around you and how do these 
changes threaten your object of care? For example, how does climate change impact 
your family, finances or your favorite local park?

Prompt #3

“To create a better future, we must first imagine ourselves there.” IMAGINE... what 
would a better world look like to you? What is the role that you will play in making it a 
reality?

Why are you motivated to confront the climate crisis? What is your vision you have for 
yourself, your community, and society moving forward?

Weave It Together

Look over your writings as a whole. Take notice of any big picture themes and possible 
connecting points. Remember this is a process, and it may not be complete right away.

What values can you find within your stories? (beauty, compassion, family)



Next Steps

Share your story! Your voice is important and what you have to say matters. We are all 
eyewitnesses, and we all have a story to tell.

Tell a friend, neighbor, or family member.

Submit it to your local newspaper or online publication.

Set up a meeting with your legislator or commissioner to share your story and attach 
it to a specific ask to address climate change.

If you would like your climate story to be included in the City’s Climate Action and  
Adaptation Plan, please reach out to Annabelle Wilkinson by phone at 616-456-3686  
or by email at awilkinson@grcity.us.
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